
TENANTS WORKING TOGETHER:

PASS ME YOUR LEASE!
Landlords
Building owners often take 
advantage of the arrival 
of a new tenant to greatly 
increase the amount of rent.

Tenants
When you sign a new lease, 
you have the right to know 
the amount of rent the 
previous tenant was paying.

HOW MUCH RENT WAS THE PREVIOUS 
TENANT PAYING?

According to the law, landlords must indicate on the lease the lowest 
amount of rent paid in the past 12 months. This amount must be 
shown in the “Notice to New Tenant” section (section G) of the lease.  
Landlords often leave this section blank, or if it is filled out, the tenant 
has no tool to verify whether the landlord entered a truthful amount.

Therefore, if you’re moving, give a copy of your lease to the new 
tenant!

 If you move, pass on the lease directly to the new 
tenant — or, if possible, you can mail your old lease to 
your former address.
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HOW DO YOU AVOID BEING THE TARGET 
OF EXCESSIVE RENT INCREASES?

Recourses available through the Tribunal Administratif 
du Logement

 If the previous rent entered in the lease is lower than 
the asking price, you have 10 days from the moment 
the lease is signed to demand a review of the rent amount.

 If the landlord has not indicated the amount of rent 
paid by the previous tenant in the lease, you have 
up to 2 months after the beginning of the lease to apply 
for a review of the amount of your rent.

 If the landlord has made a false statement, you have up to 
2 months from the time of the discovery of the fraud to 
apply for a review of the amount of rent by the rental board.

Promoting a rent registry!
To prevent fraudulent practices and to address the spike in rents, 
the Coalition of Housing Committees and Tenant Associations 
of Quebec (RCLALQ) is demanding that the Provincial Government 
establish a Rent Registry that would be free and available 
to the general public.

For more information, contact:

RCLALQ  1 (866) 521-7114 / WWW.RCLALQ.QC.CA
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